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we are ignorant, or whose interest we approve," and " virtue is only the art of rendering one's self happy by the felicity of others/' It would be unjust and ungenerous to deny that he recommended the various personal and social virtues with warmth, and in the accents of sincerity; but it was on grounds which can be naturally and readily employed to excuse vice.1
The moral principles advocated by La Mettrie and Holbach were not peculiar to them. Hel-vetius, Saint Lambert, Morelly, and a host of other writers, likewise inculcated a more or less refined selfishness, as the sole sure basis both of ethical theory and ethical life. They could not \ consistently do anything else. Materialism and ! sensationalism can provide no other basis for I morality than self- love. But on such a basis morality can never either rise high or stand firm. The nation whose life rests on so crumbling a corner-stone is on the eve of a catastrophe. This was exemplified in the case of France. It would be incorrect, I believe, to say that the sceptics and atheists of that country caused, with their false and pernicious principles, either the Revolution or the horrors which accompanied it The corrupt and disorganised state of society at that time contributed to form scepticism and atheism not less than scepticism and atheism 1 See Appendix XIII.